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Bohemia that was faithful to Germany and Poland that
asserted its independence. The only result of this desultory
warfare was the reconstitution of the mark of Meissen, so
that on the whole the German government rather more than
held its ground.
Adelaide as
guardian
(991-4)
When Theophano died in 991, Adelaide took her place as
guardian of the king. She had not the vigour or the resolu-
tion of her daughter-in-law, and a weakness is apparent in
the German government which encouraged the Danes to make
an inroad in 991, and to repeat it on a larger scale in 994
when they took captive a number of Saxon nobles. Fighting
continued incessantly with the Slavs between the Elbe and
the Oder until Otto patched up a truce in 995, which enabled
him to leave Germany in comparative security while he
embarked on his first expedition to Italy.
The early
training of
Otto HI
For in 994, having reached the age of fourteen, he had
passed out of wardship and become the actual ruler of the
kingdom.   His eager mind chafed at the petty business of
fighting barbarians on the frontier, and was impatient to be
in Rome and to wear the imperial crown.    His mother had
rendered a great service to Germany by her skilful manage-
ment of its government, but she had moulded the mind of
her son in a direction quite contrary to its interests.   The
two men who had been entrusted with his early training had
inspired him with his imperial mission—the German Bern-
ward, bishop of Hildeshcim, who was perhaps responsible
for his hero-worship of Charlemagne, and the Greek John
Philagathus, abbot of Nonantula, who taught him also a
contempt for his native Saxony;  so that he regarded Italy,
and especially the more cultured south of Italy, as his true
home, and looked on the Italian kingdom rather than the Ger-
man as the more important half of his Empire.
The situation      Italy, left to herself, had not broken away from Germany,
in Italy        fhe bishops saw the value of imperial authority and remained
loyal to it;   so did the leading magnates, especially Hugh,
marquis of Tuscany, who had become marquis of Spoleto
as well and, like his father Hubert before him, dominated
The Cres-     the centre of Italy.   Rome, however, was exceptional in
ccntiiin       desiring independence.   There the house of the Crescentii
R^m^and    obtained a position like that of Theophylact and Alberic in
the Papacy   the past.   Pope John XIV, the Lombard whom Otto II had

